Pre-Calculus Mathematics 11 – Mr. Quast -- Room 223
E-mail contact: jquast@sd61.bc.ca; Website: jquast.weebly.com
Pre-Calculus 11 focuses primarily upon algebraic methods of solving and graphing equations and functions.  As such, only the Sharp EL-510R calculator will be allowed in this course (see attached policy).  This is an extremely demanding course that requires a 100% effort level.  If you are not prepared to provide such an effort, then register in another class until you are, because I can pretty much guarantee that you will not attain a grade that you are accustomed to.  Extra help is available most mornings at 7:55 am.

Over-riding Classroom Rule:  RESPECT!!!  All opinions and thoughts must be respected in order to encourage full class involvement in discussions.  Any students who choose to disrespect others will complete the course in an alternate setting.

Technology Rule:  Cell phones, iPods, and all related devices are NOT ALLOWED to be used during class time.  You may use them before the bell to begin class rings, but they are to be put away immediately following the bell.  Failure to abide by this rule will result in me taking said device away until 3 pm.  If I must take your device away again, one of your parents/guardians must come in to pick it up from me.  If you refuse to give me your device, you will be asked to leave the classroom until you are willing to.  If you refuse to leave the classroom, then you forfeit the right to be assessed on all subsequent tests/quizzes until you are ready to abide by this clear and simple rule.  ALSO: Electronic translators are NOT ALLOWED during tests/quizzes; only paper dictionaries will be permitted.

Absent Policy:  Students missing class are responsible for ALL missed work and information.  “I can’t write the quiz/test today because I wasn’t here yesterday (or the day(s) before)” is NOT an excuse.  You should all find a person in the class and have him/her inform you on what was missed during the day(s).  Perhaps one or more of you should establish a Facebook page that would help you all keep up with the course when the inevitable missed classes occur.  We are all busy people; some of us play sports, some dance, some are in band and/or fine arts.  Most of us work as well.  Some of us even get sick from time to time.  Nevertheless, the world keeps turning, time passes, and courses move on.  In order for me to be able to provide fair and consistent assessment for all students, I ask that you never ask for an extension on a test/quiz, especially on the day of said test/quiz.  EXCEPTION: If a serious family emergency occurs, please let me know so that alternate arrangements, if desired, can be made.

Missed Test Policy:  If you happen to miss class on a test day, I will attempt to contact your parents that day in order to discern the reason for your absence.  If the absence is deemed legitimate, you will write the test on your first day back in class.  If the absence is deemed to be illegitimate, you will not be given the opportunity to write the test, and you will receive a mark of zero.  If I am unable to talk directly with your parents, you must provide me with a written note from them explaining the reason(s) for your missing the test (they may also call me at the school (477-6977 ext. 223).  While you will write the test on your first day back, your mark will not be recorded until I have received word from home.  If you miss class on more than one of our test days, I will follow-up with your parents in a more comprehensive manner in order to discern if it is purely coincidence, or if a pattern is emerging; administration may be asked to intervene in such cases.  If you know that you will miss a test beforehand, please inform me so that we can make alternate arrangements.  
Missed Quiz Policy:

All quizzes in this course are of the take-home or open book variety.  If you happen to miss a quiz due date due to an absence, you must either bring a note (with a contact number) the next day, or I must have received a phone call from a parent/guardian.  Missed due date quizzes may only be handed in the day after the original due date.  After that, and if the absence is legitimate, the quiz is omitted.  Each of you will have two ‘omits’ with which to work, after that, any missed quiz due date (including missing the day after) will result in a grade of zero.

*If a student is very busy within the school community with respect to travel for sports, fine arts etc., then quizzes that are to be missed will be sent with coaches/teachers/sponsors to be completed in an alternate setting.  This exception is not to be abused; assume that I will check with your coaches/teachers/sponsors to verify the dates of travel.
Late Policy:  

An over-arching learning outcome within this classroom is that students need to be socially responsible, and that includes being on time for class.  If you are late often, I will phone home to discuss the issue with your parents/guardians.  If you are late on a quiz due date day, you will forfeit the opportunity to obtain a perfect score on the quiz (ie. roughly 10% will be deducted), unless parent contact with me via the methods listed above proves the late to be unavoidable.  If you are late on a test day, you will NOT be provided with extra time to make up for your tardiness.  BE ON TIME!!!

*** Keep in mind, I am available to talk if any questions/concerns/foreseeable problems arise.  Be honest with yourselves and me and we will be fine.  Feel free to email me as well if face-to-face is uncomfortable for you.

Marks Breakdown:

Tests:  62.5% 

Quizzes:  7.5%
Final Exam: 30%
Number of Re-tests during Course:  2 

When?  Scheduled Re-test days at end of semester (see day-to-day outline)
Assessment/Evaluation:  Re-test score averaged with previous test score (whether higher or lower).  Note: If averaged score is < 50%, student is granted a 50% ‘averaged’ score if and only if either the Re-test ≥ 50% or the Original test ≥ 50%.

